
The moral rule ‘you must always save human life’ is a highly debated question. Some people
believe that it is the moral thing to do to save a life no matter the circumstance. While others
believe it would be the right thing to do to let someone die if some conditions are met.

One exception that everybody can probably agree on is that it is just to let someone die if they are
in agony or in extreme pain, there is no remedy for it and they wish to die. Surely it would be
immoral and even inhuman to keep a person in agony alive as they would suffer for every second
that their life is prolonged. However, care must be taken to ensure the pain is real and the decision
should be taken by more than one person and relatives must be consulted.

A less agreed on topic is when the subject in question wants to die. People can argue that the
person may not be in the right state of mind and their judgement is temporarily misguided. Devout
Christians would quote the bible verse “We are stewards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to

us. It is not ours to dispose of.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraph 2280), but non religious
people (such as myself) may believe that a body is owned by the soul inside of it and they should be
able to do whatever he or she wants to do with it.

I have considered both sides of the argument, and my conclusion is that if they are not in extreme
physical pain then they should not be allowed to die, simply on the premise that they might change
their mind, A will to harm yourself is normally created from something going wrong and temporarily
setting you back. I quote here Colonel Archibald Gracie: “All life is a game of luck”. A person's lot
may change at any moment. One day they may lose their house and job. Next they may win the
national lottery. It all depends on how lucky they are and life always gets better. It is a very
irrational decision to take your own life as if they were given more time on earth they might have
changed their mind. So my conclusion is that people should not take their own life as it is a very
rushed and not thought about decision.

In conclusion, after weighing out the options and considering both sides. I think that the rule “you
must always save human life” is a good rule. Except for certain exceptions such as if they are in
agony or extreme pain. But I disagree that it is a bad rule and think that it is a very humane and
moral idea.
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