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There are reasons war can be justified.  One reason is to overthrow 
corrupt governments in power and if they are causing harm to your 
country or the people that live here. Evidence of this can be found in 
Syria where Bashad al Assad was in power and the people decide it 
right to go to war to save themselves from his reign and attacks on 
them. This was because while people were peacefully protesting on 
the street he would order his troops to attack them and cause 
violence and destruction. He had been doing this for years so the 
people thought that this was enough and they had to fight back.  
 
War cannot be justified if it causes civilian casualties and huge 
destruction to people’s homes and cities. For example, World war II. 
This killed millions of civilians and created mass destruction of 
people’s homes, land, cities and infrastructure. This was for a cause 
but the toll it took on people’s lives and cities cannot be ignored.  
 
Christians think that war is unacceptable and not needed unless it 
follows the Just War Theory. There are seven key points that must 
be adhered to for war to be acceptable. These things are just cause 
which means that you must have a legitimate reason to go to war, 
lawful authority which means members of power only can start it for 
example the government, Right intention where wars can only be 
fought to stop humans being harmed and put an end to an evil, not 
to gain land, Last resort which means that you must have tried all 
peaceful resolutions because Christianity main teaching is non 
violence ‘Blessed are the peacemakers for they will become God’s 
children. Reasonable chance of success which means that you 
should only go to war if there is a reasonable chance of succeeding 
or there is no point of losing life for nothing. Proportionality which 
means that you shouldn’t use minimal force that doesn’t cause 
damage to humans or the environment for example nuclear 
weapons. Finally discrimination which means that you can’t attack 
civilians and only attack the opposing troops. Without this, war is 
not allowed. 
 
I think that war is mostly not justified because in my opinion it 
causes too much death and destruction for it to be allowed. For 
example, in the Syrian Civil War over 500,000 civilians died which 
25,000 of them were children. For example, in world war II, over 75 
million people died. This shows how war is a recipe for death and 
that it shouldn’t be allowed. This means war is not justified. On the 
other hand, though I think that war should only be allowed if it 
mainly follows the Just War Theory and if it is a meaningful reason 
or if desperately needed. For example, to remove dictators that 
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Religion  
What do Christians/Sikhs 
think about war, can it be 
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Opinion 
Overall, what do you think? 

Which side of the argument is 
the strongest? Why? Give 
reasons for your opinion.  
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Use the sentence starters on 
the Google slide to help you.  



 

cause just as much harm and destruction as a war or another huge 
reason.  


