
Can war be justified?  
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War can be justified 

People might say that war can be justified because war often leads 
to justice and peace. If a horrible dictator is ruling a country, and 
will not step down, then the only way to defeat him is to use 
non-peaceful methods. In the end, the civilians will be freed. An 
example of this is World War II. If the Allies had decided not to 
fight a war then Hitler would have continued to attack countries. 
War is also the only option if you are being attacked. In this 
situation, you must fight in self-defence. The Romans had to do 
this when they converted to christianity because their entire 
empire was built on violence. They couldn’t stop being violent or 
their enemies would have taken advantage of it. 
Many would argue that war cannot be justified because war 
inevitably results in death. In any war, people will end up being 
killed. It’s already very bad if soldiers are killed, but if innocent 
civilian lives are lost, war can never be justified. In WWII, millions of 
civilians died in the bombing raids by both countries. This makes 
world war two a very unjust war on both sides that should not have 
been allowed based on the christian just war theory, which says that 
war is not allowed if civilian lives are lost. Another example of an 
unjust war in which civilians died is the war in Sudan, where the 
president Omar Al-Bashir bombed the Nuba civilians because of 
their race. Most wars cause loss of civilian life, so they are not 
justified based of the just war theory. 
Originally, Christians believed that war could not be justified. 
Evidence of this can be seen in Jesus, who was a pacifist and 
against any violence. There are many christian teachings about 
non-violence, including ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be the children of god.’ This changed when Rome became 
chrsitian. The Romans needed to continue to be able to use 
violence, so St. Thomas Aquinas created the just war theory. It is a 
set of rules that show when war is acceptable and when it isn’t. 
This means that Christians do accept war and think it can be 
justified, but only if it follows the just war theory. 
Overall, I think that war is acceptable. I agree with the Christian 
argument of the just war theory. I think that war is a very terrible 
thing that should be avoided at all costs, but I also fully agree that if 
the aim of a war is to spread peace and justice and there is minimal 
loss of life, war is necessary.  

(Expand) 
Develop your point with an 

example/evidence. This can be 
a religious teaching!  

Against 
 
 

War cannot be justified 

(Expand) 
Develop your point with an 

example/evidence. This can be 
a religious teaching!  

Religion  
What do Christians/Sikhs 
think about war, can it be 

justified?  

(Expand) 
Develop your point with 
reference to a religious 

teaching, example or 
quotation. 

Opinion 
Overall, what do you think? 

Which side of the argument is 
the strongest? Why? Give 
reasons for your opinion.  

Remember 
Use the sentence starters on 
the Google slide to help you.  


