
Part one - Theology Essay
Should The Calming of the Storm Be A Parable?

Prologue

Some say that Mark 4:35-41 is best interpreted as a parable. I am going to present my points and hope that
you can make an informed choice.

Starter

Let’s take a look at this segment of Mark;

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats
with him.
37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.
38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown?”
39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm.
40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

Ok so this may look boring but don’t worry. Let's look at the first 3 verses;

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”

36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats
with him.

37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.

If we look at this like it’s a parable then this would be the start or the build up. We see Jesus saying to his
disciples ‘let’s go on the ocean’ and them leaving and the sea becoming a storm

38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm.



We see in the middle (the climax) that Jesus was sleeping and was woken up by his scared friends and he
calmed the storm with only his words. This shows that Jesus has the power to calm all of creation.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

This is the end of the segment and this shows how Jesus’ friends should have been more trusting in him to
not let them drown. If this was a parable then the moral would be to have more trust and put everything to
god unlike the disciples in the segment shown.

More detail

We have explored the segment and broken it down but let's look deeper into the words themselves, If we take
a look at line 36 “Leaving the crowd behind”. We can see that this was a time when Jesus was already
popular and lots of people knew of his miracles. This means that the disciples (Even knowing all he could do)
still did not put faith into god. It is showing that putting all faith into god is harder than you might think but
the reward is limitless life in heaven.

Reasons

There are 3 good reasons that someone might say that this should be a parable;

1. This is a short, understandable story and can be shown to any age, this is what a parable should
be.

2. This story’s moral can be linked to any day in a person's life, this means that you can relate to the
story at a deeper level than going on a boat ride in a storm.

3. A parable can be broken down into smaller parts just like we did here, this means that teachers
can explain it further and go into more detail.

On the flip side, there are 3 reasons that someone might say that this should not be a parable;

1. Parables are always thought to be said by Jesus, in meaning that they didn’t really happen, they
are just made to make a point.

2. Parables are only for people starting to learn the bible, this is something that is only
understandable on a deeper level.

3. This story links with other stories, parables should not do that and are only mentioned at one time

What do you think?



I hope you have understood this and can make a well informed decision on whether ‘The Calming of the
Storm’ should be a parable.

Jonah Crawford
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