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Events since the cold war
● (J)During the Cold War, economic relationships between the USSR and the West broke; however this acted as 

a catalyst for forging relationships between China and the West. In addition to this, the West increased their 

prices for food and fuel to the USSR, which they were unable to afford and therefore turned to China for their 

food and fuel. 

● (T)In 1978, China’s communist party handed  power to Deng Xiaoping, making him the leader for the people's 
republic of China. He changed China from being a soviet model of a planned economy to a western friendly 
market economy and even began creating Special Economic Zones. This opened up china, helping its power 
grow.

● (V)During 1982 China’s  rise began after the ruling Communist party completed its sixth five year plan - a 
document which helps to guide the economy - opening to foreign trade. 

● (A)Since the horrific events of Tiananmen Square in 1989, the Communist party have since opened up the 
Chinese economy and society, allowing their population to have personal and material freedom i.e. can now 
live with whoever they like - even if unmarried-, are allowed to travel, open their own bank account, buy books 
and so on. 

● (N)Since the banishing of the one-child policy, the Chinese population has almost reached 1.5 billion; causing 

labour to be very cheap, a huge factor in China’s exponential economic growth; allowing them to be nicknamed 

‘The Workshop of the World’. China now has near double-digit annual growth of GDP.



How has China grown into a significant world 
power?
(T)China has all the ingredients it needs in order to reach superpower status:

(T)Resources - With a population of 1.4 billion people increasing by 10% each year and China owning over 11% 
of the worlds land, it is a country that is both large in number and size.  In 2050, China is estimated to be twice 
the size of other national economies like the USA. China can have 4 workers for every one USA worker, this gives 
them an advantage when it comes to manpower and manufacturing. China also has great access to resources like 
gold, coal and graphite, giving them an upperhand. It  has good trade connections with the rest of the world 
because of its geography. 

 (J)Economic -Since the end of the cold war, China’s economy has been growing at a high rate. China is a huge 
investor, as a country they focus money towards city infrastructure and trade routes. China has been able to 
reduce income inequality  through a network of state-owned enterprises.They created the ‘one belt one road’ 
system which builds trade routes throughout more than 60 countries around the world. They even invest in the 
current world superpower, the USA. In 2020 China has overtaken the US as the world's top destination for 
foreign direct investment. China is seen as the most important export markets for manufactures all over the 
world, and is without a doubt, growing into a significant world power.



How has China grown into a significant world 
power?
(V)Political - Western countries are more concerned with political rights i.e.the right to contest election. 
China is a country which has decided to prioritize economic rights. Other developing nations are following 
suit of China because they believe increasingly that it is the system that will promise the best and fastest 
improvements in living standards in the shortest period of time.

(N)Military - China’s proportion of world military spending has expanded. During the 1990s, and then again 
during the 2000s, China nearly tripled its share of global military outlays. Evidencing that China not only 
developed their GDP but also its military status making it a fast rising power in history.

(A)Culture- People around the world are appealed to Chinese food and emerging music cultures.



What could the future look like?
(A)In 30 years of ascent China has risen further and faster than any other rising power. China will soon overtake 
the USA as the world’s largest economy. Also, China’s share of global military spending ranks them second in the 
world  increasing their influence on the world. A decline in China’s working-age population, widespread 
environmental degradation, endemic corruption, and risks associated with staggering income inequality — or some 
combination of those factors — could slow or derail the country’s rise.

(T)Uni-polar - this is unlikely to form because the hyperpower is unlikely to be able to maintain control 
everywhere, all the time.

(J)The recent protests in the USA has damaged its reputation as a superpower. If the United States and European 
countries want to remain globally influential, they may have to consider cooperating in the short term in order to 
compete with China.

(N)Bi-polar -  if the west and the developing countries do not cooperate then the differences between them will 
grow larger and tensions could grow higher.  Stability will depend on diplomatic channels of communication 
between the blocs remaining open and the ability to control countries in its bloc.

(V)Multi-power- Not lawyers that can help china develop but people and relationships. This means numerous 
relationships between more or less equally powerful states which is likely to happen in the future as India 
and China become increasingly powerful while the power of the USA and EU wanes.
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